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Avi wakes up on a beautiful sunny morning of 2031.
Her house teaming with Internet connected sensors
and devices makes this process effortlessly smooth,
she awakens to soothing music that gains tempo as
she gets ready to start her day,

automatic heating and lights and machines

that start preparing breakfast before she reaches
the kitchen.
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Avi, like the average person in her town,
owns about 30 devices connected to

the different Internets she has access to.
A tiny blip in the sea of billions of
interconnected devices owned by

cities, companies, and even cars.
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Many years ago, Avi used to participate in the IGF,

a global open hybrid event where multistakeholder

debates took place on how to better govern

the then unified network of networks.

But in the years since, the IGF became a space of

politics and bureaucracy, locked in its own debate.

It lost its power to influence Internet governance processes.
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Because of this, Internet governance has changed its focus:

Not anymore on people and their rights,

but mostly about securing interoperability and interconnection

among the myriad of devices and platforms.

After many years of trying to agree on a common management framework
for the Internet, most of the world adopted

a more divided, drastic approach.
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We now have hundreds of fragmented semi interconnected networks.
Some countries have even more than one.

Others connect to networks

according to their religion, their status, or the company they work with.
Not all networks are connected, and some are heavily controlled.
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Avi finishes her breakfast while one of her devices

reads her news out to her, she remembers this format

used to be called "social media",

but those lines of distinction make little sense to her anymore.
The news she receives in her feed is very specific to her,

and it's determined by the restrictions on sources

that her country has set, her choice of trusted sources,

and her friends' choices and her reactions to each piece of news
that her devices record and uses to curate tomorrow's news.
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Avi often worries that her friends trust the news
they hear, read and watch online too much.

She also wonders if even despite her skepticism
perhaps she trusts the news too much as well.
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It's become very hard to determine the truth
in this deeply fake, post-truth world.
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But finding truth online is low on most people's list of concerns
when connecting to the Internet.

Most people whom Avi knows

face daily attacks on their devices, sensors and data.
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The fragmented Internets, incoherent and disparate security policies
have made cyber security threats far too sophisticated
for most people to protect themselves from.
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Half the options to help protect you seem to attack you themselves,
and the other options seem to demand too much from users to implement.
So attacks have become almost the norm.
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It's not so much a question of have you been attacked or
has your data ever been breached,
it's a question of how many times this last year.
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The threats online don't stop there.

Although Avi has access to hundreds of platforms and
ways to express herself, she must be very careful about
what she does or writes online.

Surveillance of citizens has increased and is facilitated

by Internet fragmentation, lack of international norms,

and unaccountable collusion by tech companies and states.
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She can never fully be sure that

her private message or private post to a closed circle is
really private at all.

She's also acutely aware that "too much expression" makes
network openers temporarily shut down their networks.
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A bit later, Avi starts her workday.

Like most of the people she knows, Avi works entirely from home,
assisted by remote sensors and devices.

After remote work became popular during the 2020 pandemic,
forcing major changes in labour,

there are now fortunately strong laws and practices

that protect her rights and that of other remote workers,

making them equal to any other worker.
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In her work, Avi makes use of the open data

collected by the large number of connected devices and sensors.
Much of the data today is shared openly by companies,
governments and others. All over the world

the collected data from systems and sensors is used

by people and automated systems, and this open availability has
helped improve and optimize the use of resources,

as well as streamline many processes affecting human lives.
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Sometimes Avi thinks of her world,

and how Internet governance decisions

made in the past years, (or not made),

even, has affected her current life.

And sometimes she wonders if things could have been different.
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