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Japan: UN rights expert warns ot serious threats to

the independence of the press
The Japan Timesind

TOKYO / GENEVA (19 April 2016) — The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of
opinion and expression, David Kaye, on Tuesday called upon the Japanese Government to take urgent
steps to protect the independence of the media and promote the public's right of access to information.

“Japan has well-earned pride in a Constitution that expressly protects the freedom of the press. Yet the
independence of the press is facing serious threats,” said Kaye after a week-long visit to the country.

“l want to emphasize as well how important a model Japan presents in the area of freedom on the
Internet,” Kaye added. "The very low level of Government interference with digital freedoms illustrates
the Government’'s commitment to freedom of expression. As the Government considers legislation
related to wiretaps and new approaches to cybersecurity, | hope that this spirit of freedom,
communication security and innovation online is kept at the forefront of regulatory efforts.”
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